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Whitehead1 happened to pay him a visit, and being shewn it, was highly pleased with such parts of it as he had time to read, and begged to take it home with him, which he was allowed to do ; that from him it got into the hands of a noble Lord, who carried it to Lord Chesterfield2. When Taylor observed this might be an advantage, Johnson replied, ' No, Sir ; it would have come out with more bloom, if it had not been seen before by any body.'
The opinion conceived of it by another noble authour, appears from the following extract of a letter from the Earl of Orrery to Dr. Birch :                         '
' Calcdon, Dec. 30, 1747.
'I have just now seen the specimen of Mr. Johnson's Dictionary, addressed to Lord Chesterfield. I am much pleased with the plan, and I think the specimen is one of the best that I have ever read. Most specimens disgust, rather than prejudice us in favour of the work to follow; but the language of Mr. Johnson's is good, and the arguments arc properly and modestly expressed. However, some expressions may be cavilled at, but they are trifles. I'll mention one. The barren .Laurel. The laurel is not barren, in any sense whatever; it bears fruits and flowers3. Sed hiz sunt nuga, and I have great expectation from the performance V
That he was fully aware of the arduous nature of the undertaking, he acknowledges ; and shews himself perfectly sensible of it in the conclusion of his Plan s; but he had a noble
1 Whitehead in 1757 succeeded     adopted all these suggestions.1 Colley Gibber as poet-laureate, and        3 This poor piece of criticism con-dying in 1785 was followed by     firms what Johnson said of Lord Thomas Warton. From Warton the     Orrery:—' He grasped at more than line of succession is Pye, Southey,     his abilities could reach; tried to Wordsworth, Tennyson, See post,     pass for a better talker, a better under June 13, 1763.                             writer, and a better thinker than he
" Hawkins (Life, p.  176) likewise     was.'    Bos well's Hebrides, Sept. 22,
says   that   the   manuscript   passed     1773,     See  post,   under  April   7,
throughWhiteheadand 'other hands'     1778.
before it reached Chesterfield.    Mr.        * Birch,  MSS.  Brit.  Mus.  4303.
Croker  had   seen  'a   draft  of the     BOSWELL.
prospectus  carefully written  by  an        5 ' When I survey the Plan which
amanuensis, but signed in great form     I have laid before you, I cannot, my
by Johnson's  own   hand.     It   was     Lord, but confess that I am frighted
evidently that which was laid before     at its extent, and, like the soldiers of
Lord Chesterfield.    Some useful re-     Csesar, look on   Britain  as  a  new
marks  are made   in  his  lordship's     world, which it is almost madness to
hand, and some in another.   Johnson     invade.'   Johnson's Works, v. 21.
consciousnessdexterity.' Johnson's Works, v. 93. In his Preface to Shakespeare published eighteen years later, he describes Hanmer as 'A man, in my opinion, eminently qualified by nature for such studies.' Ib. p. 139. The editors of the Cambridge Shakespeare
